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Karl D. John, CEO of TCK group – an investment consultancy group based in Vietnam – has more than ten years involved in Vietnam. Through his article on Asia Times, he expresses his optimisms for and trusts in Vietnamese Government with new faces, particularly Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung.

A new young cabinet
Mr John wrote: “the Vietnamese PM was re-elected by 97% of the votes of the Communist Party congress, and he immediately put his personal stamp of authority on government by naming two additional deputy prime ministers and streamlining the ministerial structure from 26 to 22 positions”.  
He remarked :”The newly ratified cabinet is considerably younger than its predecessor, and Dung told the National Assembly that the restructuring was meant to "unify and modernize" government. The new team will be charged with maintaining the momentum behind Vietnam's economic-reform program, which has contributed positively to the country's recent rapid economic growth”. 
That the two new deputy prime ministers both have solid economic credentials, one holding a master's degree in economics and the other a university professor of the same subject is the basis on which analysts anticipate “the economic managing team will be more friendly with the business community”
Mr John quoted the saying of Mr Le Dang Doanh - a senior economic adviser to the government- that the younger, well-trained cabinet would send out positive signals to foreign investors. "The big challenges for the new cabinet are to harness the increasing inflation and help increase the competitiveness of the economy," Mr Doanh commented.
II Houng Lee, the senior resident representative of the International Monetary Fund in Vietnam, said: "The reshuffle of the cabinet is only one step of administrative reforms - implementation of the government's policies. Still needed is comprehensive reform at various levels." 
Anti- corruption badly needed

Mr John strongly emphasized the commitment of PM Nguyen Tan Dung: "seriously correct weaknesses and errors", including the corruption. At the fourth session of the Central Steering Committee on Corruption Prevention and Control, of which Dung serves as director, he said, "Corruption must and will be stamped out from Vietnam." 
True to those words, a week after giving his swearing-in speech at the National Assembly, a court in Hanoi sentenced a former high-ranking government official attached to the Transport Ministry to 13 years in prison for his part in a high-profile gambling and bribery scandal. The former director of a unit responsible for building highways and other transport infrastructure was convicted by the court of betting nearly US$ 750,000 on European soccer matches, was ordered to pay a cash fine of $65,000, and was sentenced to six years in prison on gambling charges and seven years for attempted bribery. Eight other people were also convicted for their role in the gambling ring. The scandal last year forced the transport minister to resign and also resulted in his deputy's arrest. 
Mr John quoted the saying of PM Nguyen Tan Dung in his speech at the National Assembly: “The greatest and most exciting challenge ... will be for the government to build a strong, transparent administration that is devoid of red tape, corruption and wastefulness." 
The CEO of TCK group also highly appreciated new massive activities of reform directed by PM Nguyen Tan Dung, especially the regulations on new bans on smoking and drinking, establishing altars and holding religious ceremonies, and using telephones for personal use in government offices. 
He also mentioned about the PM Dung’s hosting an online chat forum, where he answered questions from the public about himself and even touchy topics such as government corruption. 
Massive changes in the direction of simplifying administrative procedures associated with licensing foreign organizations and media agencies aiming to establish offices in Vietnam and promoting the sale of houses to foreigners living in Vietnam are also given examples.

World Bank president Robert Zoellick wrapped up his two-day visit to Vietnam by saying: "Vietnam has the potential to be one of the great success stories in development. It has already achieved one of the fastest improvements in living standards in the world, with a great reduction in poverty." 

Mr John said: “All of this and more rely on Dung maintaining a political consensus behind his economic-liberalization program”.
A global image 

Mr John stressed on “a more charismatic and global profile” of the PM Nguyen Tan Dung – a positive signal to international leaders and investors.

Dung's performance on diplomacy was widely applauded in Vietnam's successful hosting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation meeting in Hanoi last November, where 21 global leaders were in attendance. He has since reached out to Vietnam's Southeast Asian neighbors through visits to Singapore, Myanmar, Brunei, Indonesia and the Philippines; particularly the noteworthy visit to the Vatican and met with the pope Benedict XVI.
He is now also lobbying for a temporary seat on the United Nations Security Council and, in a historical irony, has even offered to play peacemaker through hosting talks between the United States and North Korea in Vietnam. 

Mr John concludes: “As the first Vietnamese leader born after the August revolution leader Ho Chi Minh, Dung is the youngest prime minister ever to serve in the government. One year into his term, and with many nettlesome reform issues in the pipeline, Dung so far has proved himself to be the progressive leader as the expectation of many Vietnamese and foreigners.
Karl Derek John - Chief Executive Officer of TCK Group-  was firstly a hotel staff. He spent over twenty years in the industry before starting his own company named Management  Consultancy (NOTE: This information is incorrect, the company is actually called Contacts International Consultants).   


Besides 20 years of hotel management experience, Karl has considerable experience in Human Resources Management and Training.

Karl was born in Hong Kong, where he lived for thirty-two years before moving to Hanoi, Vietnam. His involvement with Vietnam began in 1994, acting as a business consultant/facilitator, exclusively focused on tourism and hotels projects. 

Karl is recognized as a Vietnam expert and has been interviewed by numerous publications in Vietnam, appeared on Vietnam television and radio.  In addition, the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) has interviewed Karl about Vietnam.  He  has also contributed articles on Vietnam for Asia Times Online, the Asian Hotel & Catering Times, Vietnam Investment Review and Vietnam Economic Times.  
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