Phu Quoc and its billion USD projects
(The article was published on Nhip Cau Dau Tu in 24th September)
Mr Karl Derek John, CEO of the Vietnam Investment and Project Development Group (VIPD Group) having one project in Hon Sua area, said that : “ In order to make a decision to invest in Phu Quoc, I have been there more than 20 times that stayed one week or longer each time. I recognized that Phu Quoc is a potential place for tourism. If it is developed in the right direction, Phu Quoc soon will become one of the ten greatest eco– tourism destinations in the world”. Sharing the same thought with other investors concerning about the poor infrastructure, Mr. John was not happy with the rumor that the Kien Giang province will concentrate on approving the big projects and ignore the small ones. “I would like to say that, the small projects of high quality investment and great effect should be paid more attention for development”, CEO of VIPD Group affirmed.

VIPD’s Hon Sua project just covers the area of 20 ha only and invests in luxurious services for the health-care tourism with the total capital of more than US$ 10 millions. After acting as the consultant for many foreign-invested projects, this is the first project in Phu Quoc he directly invests in, Mr. John added. With Australian nationality but he has been living and working in Vietnam for 13 years,  when talking about the potential investment in Phu Quoc, he emphasized: “With a clean natural environment, it is very excited to invest in the health-care tourism projects here. The treatments combining between Eastern and Western medicine will be the advantage of Viet Nam.” 
Further talking about this project, Ms Tang Thi Thu Ha, Chairlady of the VIPD Group, told us an unforgettable story having occurred during her trips to Phu Quoc to find investment opportunities. One time, she and her friend enjoyed the dish which was made from raw herrings, one of Phu Quoc’s specialties, unluckily; her friend had a fishbone stuck in her throat. She said, “we run around the Duong Dong town to look for a doctor to take the fishbone out. Just 3 PM but the local Healthcare Center completely deserted. The first-aid equipments to take the small fishbone out in this local Healthcare Center were not met the demand. At that time, there was no flight to the land as well; we had to wait until the next morning. In this case, if the matter was happened to foreign tourists, it would have been a big problem”. Ha concluded,”we must consider our investment decision because if the accommodation is well-prepared for the tourists but the minimum demands of healthcare, first aid and means of transport to the land are not met, it will be very difficult to explain to the guests when the problems arise”.
